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By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

I
f it is springtime, then it
must be time for Spring
Galas. Used by many local
organizations as one of

their annual fundraising events,
several galas have already been
held.

United Community Ministries
(UCM) held their Spring Gala:
April in Paris last weekend. The
evening featured food, entertain-
ment and fun and benefited the
programs and services of United
Community Ministries.

Guests enjoyed bidding on
raffles for baskets filled with trea-
sures. They also enjoyed a gour-
met formal dinner, danced to some
lively dance music and then bid on
live auction items.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

I
n good times, Mount Vernon
was a great location at the
middle of commerce and poli-

tics. But when war broke out be-
tween the Union and the Confed-
eracy, the George Washington’s
estate found itself between two
warring armies. The caretakers of
the house worried that the historic
slave plantation would become a
casualty of war and went to great

lengths to preserve the estate and
keep it open for tourists even as
the drums of war were beating
across Virginia. Now Mount
Vernon Estate has created a new
one-hour walking tour for the ses-
quicentennial that will offer visi-
tors a glimpse into life at Mount
Vernon during the war.

“We won’t be talking about
battles,” said Gail Cassidy, man-
ager of interpretation at the Mount

Galas Bloom
In Springtime
Local organizations use spring
events to raise money.

There are still many more events
scheduled for April and May, so
there is plenty of time to get res-
ervations, purchase that special
outfit and bid on some fantastic
prizes.

A NIGHT ON
THE TOWN GALA

Join Good Shepherd Housing
and Family Services on Saturday,
April 9 at the Crowne Plaza Old
Town Alexandria for the A Night
on the Town Gala featuring cock-
tails, dinner, and auction and
dancing to the tunes of Reverie
Jazz.

Cocktails and a silent auction
will be followed by dinner, a live
auction and dancing.

This year’s auction items include

Neutral Ground
Mount Vernon to launch new tour
exploring Civil War years at the estate.

Joy of Helping
McClain Brooks leaps for joy as her team wins the second relay during Saturday’s
“Mt. Vernon’s Helping Hands” fundraiser for children undergoing chemotherapy.

See Page 5

Photo by Louise Krafft/The Gazette

Spring Fun & Entertainment
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Vernon Estate. “This information has been
out there before, but we’ve never offered it
as a tour before.”

Cassidy begins the tour by setting the
scene. When the war began in April 1861,
the Mount Vernon Ladies Association had
only recently gained possession of the prop-
erty the previous year after the property had
fallen into disrepair. At that time, the de-
crepit mansion was completely empty ex-
cept for a key to the Bastille given to Wash-
ington by the Marquis de Lafayette, a globe
in Washington’s study and a bust sculpted
by Jean-Antoine Houdon. The only people
on the property were a secretary named
Sarah Tracey and a superintendent named
Upton Herbert — the two heroes of
Cassidy’s tour who needed a chaperone in
the house so they didn’t violate the Victo-
rian standards of the day.

Spoiler alert: Tracey and Herbert would
later fall in love and marry each other. To-
day they are buried together at Ivy Hill Cem-
etery in Alexandria.

“They didn’t need a chaperone then,” said
Cassidy, who has been at Mount Vernon on
and off for 23 years. “Mount Vernon prob-
ably would not have survived the war with-

out them.”

WHEN THE BATTLE of Manassas was
raging near Centreville, Tracy and Herbert
could hear the cannonfire at Mount Vernon.

Rumors were circulating through the region
that the Union invaders would occupy
Washington’s house as they had the Arling-
ton House, where President Lincoln occu-
pied the house because of its strategic loca-

tion overlooking the capital city. He would
later start burying the war dead in Mrs. Lee’s
rose garden.

Concerned about the welfare of Mount
Vernon, Tracey took a coach to the War
Department and demanded to see general-
in-chief Winfield Scott. She was unable to
get into Scott’s office, but through an inter-
mediary he assured her that Mount Vernon
would remain neutral ground. She would
later receive a similar commitment from
about Confederate troops from Virginia Gov.
John Letcher.

“God bless the ladies,” Scott reportedly
said.

With tourism at a virtual standstill, the
restoration effort was all but abandoned.
Workmen had to be discharged since the
association was unable to pay them. Mean-
while, simply putting food on the table be

an African Safari for two, spa and restau-
rant gift certificates, a chocolate gift bas-
ket, jewelry, vacation homes, catered din-
ners, artwork and more.

Tickets are $175. For more information,
contact Karen Jupiter at 703-768-9404 or
visit http://www.goodhousing.org/help/
annual-gala.html.

GALA DE MAYO
New Hope Housing’s annual spring night

of fun will be held on Saturday, May 7 at
the Waterford in Springfield. Join them for
dancing, dining and auctions —this year
with a Latin flair.

One of their live auction items is a walk-
on role on the TV series Raising Hope. Ex-
ecutive producer Greg Garcia is donating
the item.

An Arlington native who graduated from
Yorktown High School, Garcia is creator and
executive producer of the Fox television se-
ries “Raising Hope.” Garcia has maintained
ties to his home community. Along with the
walk-on spot, clothes from the show’s child
actors are being donated as well.

Garcia said, “I’m happy to provide this
support; I know New Hope Housing does
important work, and I’m pleased to be able
to help them and to help people in the com-
munity where I grew up. I wish them great
success with this year’s gala.”

Garcia has been a friend of New Hope
Housing for several years. His earlier net-
work shows included the Emmy Award-win-
ning “My Name Is Earl” and “Camden

County.” In 2008 a team of cast members
from the “My Name Is Earl” show competed
on Celebrity Family Feud and won $25,000
that Garcia donated to New Hope Housing.

“All of us at New Hope Housing really
appreciate Greg’s support and his interest
in helping us,” said Pamela Michell, New
Hope Housing’s executive director.  “He is
a talented and generous friend.  I’ve know
Greg’s mom, Natalie, a local Realtor, for
several years, and we look forward to hav-
ing her and her friends with us for the Gala
as well.”

Proceeds will benefit New Hope Housing’s
programs bringing hope and hospitality to
hundreds of homeless families and individu-
als each year.

For information on this year’s Gala, in-
cluding the Raising Hope walk-on auction
opportunity, visit
www.newhopehousing.org, or call 703-799-
2293.

FIESTA CINCO DE MAYO
This annual event benefits Alexandria

Neighborhood Health Services, Inc., an or-

ganization that manages the Arlandria
Health Center to provide accessible, coor-
dinated, community-based primary health
care, including behavioral health and oral
health, to people in Alexandria and sur-
rounding communities.

The event will be held on Thursday, May
12, from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Jack Taylor’s Al-
exandria Toyota, 3750 Jefferson Davis High-
way, Alexandria. Join them for food, wine
and beer, music, and a silent auction.

Once again, a one-week vacation at a two-
bedroom private villa in Santorini, Greece
overlooking the Aegean Sea will be the fea-
tured item in this year’s auction. There are
also other opportunities to bid on places to
go that are closer to home.

Cost is $65 per person. If interested in
sponsoring and/or donating to this event,
e-mail cincodemayoalex@aol.com or call
703-360-438.

CATCH THEM YOUNG, INC.
On Saturday, May 14, Catch Them Young,

Inc. will hold a fundraiser at 6 p.m. at The
Westin Washington National Harbor, 171
Waterfront Street, National Harbor, Md.
Come out and enjoy an evening of dinner,
dancing to DJ, guest speakers and fun.

This event will benefit the organization
that is committed to making a difference in
the lives of youth. Catch Them Young, Inc.
trains youth to overcome the challenges that
they must meet to live productive lives.

Donation of $55 is required. For more
information, visit http://
www.catchthemyoung.org or call 240-988-
8625.

Local Groups Use Spring Events To Raise Money
Spring Fun & Entertainment

Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

New Tour Explores Civil War Years at the Estate
Mount Vernon At War

From April 2 to Oct. 30, the Mount Vernon
Estate will be offering a special one-hour
walking tour featuring stories from the Civil
War. The tours will be conducted on Saturdays
and Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. They
cost is $5 in addition to estate admission.

Guests gather for last year’s Fiesta Cinco de Mayo at Jack Taylor’s Alex-
andria Toyota.
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Mount Vernon Estate in the 1850s. Sailing masts have been used to prop
up the roof on the river porch.
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Old Town Paint & Plaster
LOCAL PROFESSIONALRELIABLE PROMPT

Interior/Exterior

Plaster/Drywall

Carpentry/Trim

Pressure Washing

Whole Home Makeovers

Quality Painting

Install & Repair

Crown Moldings

Deck Maintenance

Budget Remodels

Enhancing The Value of Real Estate
Call Today!

703-683-0044
Or Email oldtownpaint@verizon.net

Spring Fun

See Places,  Page 6

By Julia O’Donoghue

Elsie’s
Magic Skillet

Open for 35 years, this diner
serves breakfast all day.

Elsie’s cooks up traditional diner
fare including omelets, hamburg-
ers, tuna melts, pancakes and bis-
cuits covered in sausage gravy.

Pema’s
Restaurant

Pema’s serves Northern Italian
cuisine and has both indoor and
outdoor seating areas.

The restaurant’s brunch buffet
includes nine hot entrees, waffles,

Out to Brunch Celebrate spring with
a weekend meal.

One person can eat a meal at this
restaurant for under $10. Elsie’s
serves breakfast 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday; 6 a.m.
- 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday and
6 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Sunday. It is lo-
cated at 8166 Richmond Highway;
703-360-0220.

Cedar Knoll Inn
Restaurant

Built in the late 1800s, this his-
toric inn sits on a hill overlooking
the Potomac River.

The brunch menu features a ten-
derloin steak, eggs and potatoes
sauteed with green peppers and
onions. There is also French toast
with maple syrup and a side of
bacon.

Cedar Knoll holds brunch from
11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. on Sundays
only. It is located on the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, at
9030 Lucia Lane, Alexandria; 703-
799-1501.
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came a full-time occupation — one that required
crossing into Union-occupied Alexandria. Roads were
blocked and boats were seized, which left visiting
soldiers the only source of tourists who stopped by
to see the room where Washington died half a cen-
tury earlier. Many of the visiting soldiers paid the
25-cent admission. Others pleaded poverty and were
allowed in anyway.

“Many of them come from a great distance and
have never been here, and have no clothes but their
uniforms,” Tracey wrote to association founder Ann
Pamela Cunningham. “They borrow shawls and cover
up their buttons and leave their arms outside the
enclosures and never come but two or three at a time.
That is as much as can be asked of them.”

LIFE AT WARTIME Mount Vernon was precarious.
Certain destruction lurked around each corner, with
military invasion or financial ruin an ever-present
threat. When Tracey learned that John Augustine
Washington III had been killed at a skirmish in West
Virginia, she became concerned about the Union
Army’s plans to confiscate a large amount of money
the association paid to assume ownership of Mount
Vernon. So she tucked the cash snugly in the bottom
of an egg basket and hurried to Washington, D.C.,
where the money was deposited at Riggs Bank.

New Tour at Mount Vernon Estate
Moving between Confederate Virginia and occu-

pied Virginia was always difficult, and after Gen.
George McClellan revoked her pass it became more
of a challenge than it had been. But Tracey was not
willing to accept no for an answer. So one day she
forced her way through a blockade and arrived at
the White House for a meeting with the president.
Lincoln saw Tracey and provided her with a note
granting her authority to freely move from one realm
to the other.

“With what astonished amusement the ungainly
giant must have looked down upon this bit of femi-
ninity who had burst in upon him bristling with in-
dignation against his field commander, and demand-
ing that he order the United States Army to stand
aside while she passed with her groceries,” wrote
Gerald Johnson.

McClellen would later send a boat of provisions to
Mount Vernon after he realized who he was dealing
with. The story of Sarah Tracey and Upton Herbert
is one of survival — two people cast together by the
winds of war trying to cope with trying circum-
stances. In the end, Mount Vernon was preserved as
a tourist location that remained open and unharmed
during the war.

“So there’s a happy ending for Mount Vernon,” said
Cassidy. “But there’s also a happy ending for Sarah
Tracey and Upton Herbert.”

Upton Herbert, the care-
taker of Mount Vernon
after the purchase of the
estate by the Mount Vernon
Ladies Association.Sarah Tracey.

The pass allowing Sarah
Tracey to cross through
Union lines signed by
General Winfield Scott.

Spring Fun
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Spring Fun

omelets and smoked salmon.
Homemade desserts — includ-
ing cakes, pies and torts — are
also available.

Pema’s serves brunch from 11
a.m. - 3 p.m. on Sundays only.
It is located at 8430 Richmond
Highway, Alexandria; 703-619-
5005.

Primo Family
Restaurant

This Italian-American restaurant
has been part of the Belle View
community since 1988.

The breakfast menu features
Eggs Benedict, steak and eggs and
seven types of omelets. Pancakes,
hash browns, bacon, ham, sausage

Places To Celebrate Spring with a Weekend Meal
and toast can also be ordered as a
side dish.

Main dishes run from $3.99 to
$7.50.

Primo Family restaurant opens
for breakfast from 8 a.m. to noon
on Saturdays and Sundays. It is
located at 1636 Belle View Blvd.
Alexandria; 703-765-6890.

The Bungalow
Owners Keith and Cheryl Early

opened this branch of the local
billiards hangout in 2003.

For brunch, the restaurant
serves up blackened prime rib with
eggs, potatoes and toast. Diners
can also enjoy a twist on the tra-
ditional Eggs Benedict dish, where
grilled pizza dough is used instead

of an English muffin. During
this meal, the restaurant also
offers Bloody Marys and cham-
pagne mimosas.

Main dishes are $6.99-$8.99.
The Bungalow serves brunch

from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays. It is located
at 7003-C Manchester Blvd., Al-
exandria; 703-924-8730.

From Page 7

A little over a year ago Dave
Cooper approached two members
of the Mt. Vernon Athletic Club
and asked if they would help cre-
ate a fundraiser for children un-
dergoing chemotherapy. The
fundraiser would aim to raise
money for education — the
children’s ongoing education.
Sharon Timmons and Ellen
McMichael had an understanding
of what chemotherapy does be-
sides knock out cancer; Timmons
remarked that “coming out of
chemo there is a mindfog.” The
idea of the fundraiser seeks to en-
able the children in the Inova
Fairfax Pediatric Oncology Pro-
gram to have a chance to keep up
with their classmates in formal
education and maintaining con-
nections with friends while pro-
moting exercise and activities.

Timmons and McMichael insisted
that Cooper get some of his tennis
buddies involved. He agreed. Last
Saturday, April 2, the Mount
Vernon Athletic club gave over the
courts for the second annual “Mt.
Vernon’s Helping Hands.” Ellen
and Sharon had previously worked
on a “Swing for Pink” breast can-
cer event.

As the children were leaving the
first part of the event making way
for the adults, more than $6,000
had been raised from sponsors and
friends. The events included
games and drills for the children
with tennis pros followed by a
round robin with the adults.

‘Mt. Vernon’s Helping Hands’

The Mt. Vernon Helping Hands committee: Ellen McMichael, Hal Mosher, Stephanie
Melvin, Rolly Ramlow, Sharon Timmons, Teena Crum, Neeley McAllister, Deb
Oelschlager, Frank Gulino and Alice Hume. Not pictured are: Tim Bainton, Dave Coo-
per, Jay Hyland, Domenica Marchetti,
Aaron Volbrecht and the MTVAC tennis
pros and staff.

The children under 5 wait in line for
another lesson in proper handling of the
ball and racquet.

Playing the net a bit close: One child struggles to capture
a ball on a pick-up.

Middle school children
through a a row of relays
on the court.

Dane Schroeder prepares
to receive the tennis ball.

A game of sharks on the court brought
excited antics from the children.
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Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-683-2222
COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…

703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260

DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116
DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544

FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST
COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720

PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565
SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239
VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233

PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370
CHURCHES—BRETHREN

 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES—ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD

CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. LOUIS CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-765-4421
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES—CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

b

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (starts Sept. 12)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

St. James’
Episcopal Church

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
(Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate)

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org
Sundays: 8 am - Holy Eucharist, All Education programs – 9:00am

10:15 am - Holy Eucharist – music
Wednesdays 12:00 noon:  Bible Study

You’re invited! Please join us for:
March 13 –April 10, 6:00pm Lenten Evening Study: Embracing an Adult Faith

by Marcus J. Borg (soup and salad supper provided)
Who is God?  Who was Jesus?  What is salvation?
How do we practice our faith? How do we live in community?

April 14th, SPECIAL EVENT, 6:30:  An Evening with Dr. Diana Butler Bass
Contemporary Religious Trends:  The End of Religion, or a New Beginning?
(hors d’oeuvres, book signing, & dessert – please register)

See Helping,  Page 22

News

By Gale Curcio

The Gazette

M
ost people can’t even spell
histiocytosis, nevertheless
know what it means. That
is not the case in the

Waynewood neighborhood where 5-year-
old Brian Downie suffers from a rare can-
cer-like disease.

Histiocytosis is a life-threatening blood
disease that predominantly affects children
under 10. It affects 1 in 200,000 children
born each year in the United States.

According to Brian’s mother, Melanie
Downie, he was diagnosed with histiocyto-
sis at 14 months of age.

“He had 16 bone tumors and underwent
a year of chemo at Fairfax Hospital,” said
Downie. “Shortly after coming off chemo,
he relapsed and had 10 new bone tumors.
We switched to Georgetown Hospital where
he was put on three different types of
chemo. Everything cleared up again and
then a few weeks later, the histio was back
with 23 tumors throughout the body.

“Brian again underwent chemo and this
time spent almost as much time in the hos-
pital as he was out. Again, everything went
away and the summer it was back in his
skull. This time, I opted to have it removed
and in June he underwent neurosurgery.
Christmas 2010 it came back again in the
spine and Brian came out of Kindergarten
and started chemo again — treatment num-
ber 5. Now he’s undergoing a very strong
chemo for six months and then will have 1-
3 years of maintenance chemotherapy
thereafter.”

Histiocytosis is an orphan disease that
doesn’t get any government funding. Every

Fighting Against Histiocytosis
Raising funds to help
find a cure for rare
blood disease.

Brian Downie was diagnosed with
histiocytosis when he was a year
old and continues to battle this
disease.
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Opinion

B
y the time the Connection is deliv-
ered to homes and businesses this
week, there is a good chance that
how you vote and who you can vote

for will have changed. No one will have con-
sulted you about this.

Virginia’s every-10-year, hyper-parti-
san process of drawing political dis-
tricts is in rare form this year. It’s all
the more disappointing since two years ago,
there appeared to be developing consensus that
this process should be approached in the best
interests of voters.

Instead, the Democrats in control of the Vir-
ginia Senate and the Republicans in control of
the Virginia House of Delegates have created
a nearly obscene mess without even lip ser-
vice to providing effective representation.

Proposed changes in districts split commu-
nities, localities, counties and even precincts
and homeowners associations. The City of Al-
exandria will likely now have three state sena-
tors. Arlington, which could be represented by
a single state senator in a compact and highly
effective district, could instead have as many
as three Senate districts within its boundaries.
Arlington’s primary senate seat, District 31, will
now snake along the Potomac River through
McLean and Great Falls and actually encom-
passing part of Sterling, covering three coun-
ties in a densely populated area that begs for
compact districts.

This means residents of McLean and Great

Falls will likely be represented in the Virginia
Senate by someone from Arlington, who will
try to understand the complexities of three very
different counties. The change shifts Janet
Howell’s district 32 to the west, leaving thou-

sands of residents to get to know new
candidates who will likely be focused
on other areas first.

Mount Vernon, a highly diverse com-
munity, will also have its senate representa-
tion split, likely resulting over time in half be-
ing represented by someone from the City of
Alexandria and half represented by someone
from Prince William County, neither with the
grasp of community needs that a Mount Vernon
centered district would allow.

George Barker’s district 39 scoops up parts
of Prince William, the least densely populated
parts of Fairfax County in Clifton and Fairfax
Station, then takes a turn through densely
populated Lorton, Newington and Franconia
before poking its head into the City of Alexan-
dria. This certainly does not comprise a “com-
munity of interest.”

If Democratic voters were wealth, this would
be the plan to spread the wealth around.
Whether that will actually be effective for the
Democrats in retaining seats is dubious. We’ve
seen numerous examples of seats specifically
drawn to benefit particular candidates or party
that fail to hold up.

There are almost as many examples as there
are senate seats in Northern Virginia.

There are similar problems with the Repub-
lican drawn delegate seats, but the smaller dis-
tricts make for more compact districts, with
the problems a bit harder to cherry pick.

Every seat in the General Assembly will be
up for reelection in a few months, with Au-
gust primaries and caucuses and November
general election, which is one reason this pro-
cess is happening with so little citizen scru-
tiny. Proposed boundaries will have been pub-
lic for only a few days, and will be voted on
and approved by the end of the week.
Homeowners Association presidents who
might object to having their neighborhood split
won’t have time to react, for example.

Is there hope to circumvent the madness for
10 years from now?

It really is time to give control of the redis-
tricting process to an authority that will not
consider voting patterns or incumbency, but
instead will focus on what will create more
effective representation.

Keeping communities of interest together is
key. That means not splitting jurisdictions, cre-
ating compact shapes, minimizing the distance
from one end to the other of populous districts.

But it’s unlikely that the winners of the com-
ing elections will be that interested in the
project. After all, they will be the beneficiaries
of the current flawed process.

It’s time for a constitutional amendment that
would save us from districts shaped like boa
constrictors and clawed dragons a decade from
now.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com,

On Twitter @marykimm.

Simply Disappointing
Sad to report that proposed General Assembly
districts are not an April Fool’s joke.

Editorial

Stop Child
Abuse Now
To the Editor:

More than 8,700 children were
reported as neglected or abused
last year in Northern Virginia. On
any given day, over 800 local chil-
dren are in foster care, and one-
third of all children in Northern
Virginia qualify for free or reduced
price school lunches.

We live at an incredibly fast pace
here in Northern Virginia, strug-
gling to balance work and
parenting and the countless chal-
lenges of daily life. But no matter
how fast the world might be mov-
ing around us, it is critical that we
take time every day to focus on
children.

April is National Child Abuse
Prevention Month, and here in
our Northern Virginia community
that means that a local group —
SCAN (Stop Child Abuse Now) of
Northern Virginia — is working
especially hard to get messages of
prevention and support to fami-
lies across our region. SCAN’s

Pause for a Child campaign is a
fantastic reminder to all of us that
it only takes a pause to make a
difference.

A simple pause can be critical for
a parent when responding to a
child’s tantrum, or life-changing
when reacting to a sign of child
abuse. It is one of the most basic
things we can each do to help pre-
vent child abuse and neglect be-
fore it ever occurs.

This April, we invite you to take
a pause for the children in your
own life, and be a part of SCAN’s
exciting campaign. Look for the
blue pinwheel - the new nation-
wide symbol for the support of
child abuse prevention - in your
own community. You can even
download a worksheet to create a
pinwheel with a child you know
on SCAN’s campaign site,
www.pauseforachild.com

Through SCAN’s work, we have
seen the transformative power of
a pause lead to more positive
parenting and stronger families.
Please make April the month
when you start supporting a true
leader in local child abuse pre-
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Lack of
Transparency
To the Editor:

In the category of “lost oppor-
tunities,” Fairfax County Executive
Anthony Griffin not only fumbled
the ball, but exposed the fact that
county government has forgotten
for whom they work. They don’t
work for themselves; they don’t
work for the bureaucracy; they
work for the taxpaying citizens of
Fairfax County.

Following the death of a motor-
ist in a police crash and the fatal
shooting of an unarmed motorist,
Griffin and the Board of Supervi-
sors were petitioned by we the
people to establish a “citizens’ re-
view board” to investigate poten-
tial police wrong-doing and rec-

More Letters,  Page 9

ommend exoneration or punitive
action.

Instead, Griffin unilaterally
opted to use his employee, the
county’s internal auditor, Christo-
pher Pietsch, for the required in-
vestigations.

Given the hubris being exhibited
at all levels of government, espe-
cially in Fairfax County, why would
Griffin want to further erode the
credibility of, and public confi-
dence in the police?

Griffin and everyone else that
receives a county check works for
us. Rejection of citizen redress cre-
ates questions about what is be-
ing hidden – waste, fraud, incom-
petent management, or all of the
above.

Our police officers deserve bet-
ter than to be stained by this ill-
conceived decision. The voters cer-
tainly deserve better.

Dennis Husch
The writer is a candidate for

Dranesville District supervisor.
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Watch How
They Vote
To the Editor:

U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly, the self-pro-
claimed fiscal moderate, is at it again. Af-
ter voting for trillions of dollars of govern-
ment spending and increasing the deficit
and national debt by trillions of dollars, he
voted against several bills to cut govern-
ment spending. During the period Jan. 24
through March 21, 2011, according to Mega
Vote published by Congress.Org, the bills
include one to keep the Federal government
operating through 2011 with a cut of $61.5
billion, one requesting the United Nations
to return an overpayment of $179 million,
one requesting the Neighborhood Stabili-
zation program to return $1 billion of un-
spent funds and one prohibiting public ra-
dio stations from using Federal funds to
purchase programming from NPR. He also
voted against repeal of the “job killing”
Health Care Act. Since passage the Execu-
tive Branch has granted 1,000 waivers to
entities so that they don’t have to comply
with the act. That Act was to bring down
cost and help those needing health care, so
why the exemptions?

I urge you to go to the web page
Congress.org and sign up to receive the
Mega Vote. It is very informative and keeps
you up to date on how your congressman
and U.S. senators are voting without any
effort on your part. And, it provides you

with important information to make in-
formed comments to your congressman and
U.S. senators.

Frank Medico
Mt. Vernon

Risks Beyond
By-right
To the Editor:

In 2007, after a hard-fought battle, the
MVCCA passed a resolution concerning the
33-acre North Hill property that described
a compromise regarding its proposed de-
velopment. In the compromise, 22 acres
would be developed as a park and 11 acres
would be developed with 66 affordable
homes. Ever since, the County has moved
forward to enact the compromise as a by-
right project. The County is required to de-
velop affordable homes at North Hill be-
cause that’s what it represented it would
do when it obtained the acquisition funds
from the federal Department of Housing &
Urban Development (HUD) 30 years ago.
If affordable homes aren’t built, the County
risks having to reimburse HUD at the cur-
rent market value — I’ve heard a figure of
$60,000,000.

In the meantime, opponents of affordable
housing at North Hill, including a number
of MVCCA leaders, having been trying to
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www.williamsprofessionalpainting.com

interior & exterior painting
drywall & plaster repair

carpentry
design & color consulting

gutter cleaning
sanding & staining

power washing
concrete & patio cleaning

wood rot repair

703.768.8143

Montebello
Fairfax County’s Best Keep Secret?

Montebello Marketing Incorporated
703-548-5958         800-446-4187
LoisCRBCRS@aol.com
www.MontebelloMarketing.com

Currently Offered
4 Bedrooms, 3 baths,
one garage parking

-$630,000

Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Real Estate Broker
Licensed in Virginia, Maryland and District of Columbia
Serving the Washington Metropolitan Area since 1978

From Page 9
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find any way to provoke a public hearing
concerning North Hill so they can marshal
their forces and try to kill the project. Up
until now, they have failed and the Board
of Supervisors is planning to vote on a bond
issue in June, the proceeds of which would
fund the development.

Word now comes that, inexplicably, Su-
pervisor Hyland has handed North Hill af-
fordable housing opponents a gift — he has
asked the MVCCA to provide comments
concerning three additional development

options, each of which would still include
at least 67 affordable homes but would in-
clude from 264 to 528 total units. Each of
these options would require a Comprehen-
sive Plan amendment and a re-zoning,
thereby triggering multiple public hearings.
There is no doubt the MVCCA will attempt
to pass a resolution endorsing one of the
new options. Why? It will have less to do
with the option chosen and more to do with
the opportunity presented to opponents of
any affordable housing at North Hill to use
the public hearings in an attempt to kill any
affordable housing at North Hill, even the

by-right option currently being pursued.
Supervisor Hyland has assured us that if

the three new options fail to garner com-
munity support, he will retreat to the fall
back position of the current by-right option.
But, in an election year, what will he do if
opponents of affordable housing at North
Hill organize a large number of vocal op-
ponents and use the public hearings to ex-
press opposition against all of the possible
options, including the by-right one? It might
very well become politically unpalatable for
the Supervisor to proceed with the current
plan. The risk of this occurring is too great

in my view to give the opponents any op-
portunity to exploit the situation and seek
to kill the whole project. Supervisor Hyland,
please reconsider your decision to consider
the other options at this time, and proceed
with the by-right development, as currently
configured.

One final point: in his letter to the
MVCCA, Supervisor Hyland stated: “If the
Council supports a Comprehensive Plan
amendment and rezoning of the property, I
will work with the Redevelopment Hous
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Alexandria/Old Town
121 N. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

703-549-8700
www.weichert.com

Visit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New PropertiesVisit Us at Weichert.com for a full Listing of New Properties

THINKING OF A REAL ESTATE CAREER? Call Kim Farina at the Alexandria/Old Town Office.

Alex/Old Town
$750,000

Extra-deep TH in heart of
Old Town--truly spacious/
finished on all 3 lvls Wood
floors, 3 fireplcs, skylights,
kitchen/ family room open
onto brick walled patio
garden via double French
doors. Large owner’s suite
w/walk-in cedar closet.
Master bath w/cathedral
ceiling & skylight. Off st
parking for 2. No HOA fee.
Steps to transportation,
cafes, shops & restaurants.

720 GIBBON St.
Diann Hicks

703-628-2440

Alexandria $1,300,000
This understated home,in a location that provides maximum privacy,has craft
features throughout the main & guest house.Hand painted tiles,artist painted
cabinets & ceiling,designer doors & knobs. Add these features to the new
paint,refin.hardwoods,new baths w/substantial finishes, the result, a sophisticated,
cottage-like feel.3/4 acre w mature perennial gardens & 9’deep pool.

3601 Tupelo  Place
Christine Garner 703-587-4588

Alexandria
$599,000
Alexandria

Beautifully updated home
in Governor’s Hill.
Hardwood floors on main
and upper levels Up to
date kitchen with granite
& Newer Appliances.
Unique rear yard
w/synthetic turf &
concrete. Stamped Patio
One owner home.
Bobbazzle54@gmail.com

3372 Wilton
Crest Court
Bob Bazzle

703-559-8964

Alexandria  $269,900
Wonderful UL 2BR, 1.5 BA, 1 Lvl  Condo overlooks courtyard
and has an abundance of natural light!  Pristine w/ Gleaming
Parquet wood flrs. New Heating & Cooling. Fabulous renovated
bath. Terrific Old Town Location right off of GW Parkway and
only one light to DC. Steps to bike path, river & Shops.

1710 Abingdon Dr.
Lisa McCaskill 703-6156036

Alexandria $279,000
Beautiful 2BR, 1BA Garden Lvl  Condo in Quaker Hills.
Renovated bath With Jacuzzi Tub. Hardwood Floors.
Open Floor Plan. Shows Great! Close to 495, Old Town
and Metro

111 Quaker Lane
Kerrie Price 703-901-2778

Alexandria
Old Town
$639,000

Lovely detached
Victorian w/spacious
rooms,
High ceilings, large
windows pocket
doors & Original
hardwoods, Large
kitchen, w/beamed
ceiling, granite,
island & breakfast
nook deck, deep
yard w/arbor
covered patio

418 Patrick St.
Christine Garner
703-587-4588

Alexandria/Cameron
Station $399,000

Will entertain any offer*
*Opportunity to buy way below
market! Inviting open flr plan
w/lots of light. Wood flrs, stainless
steel appls and gas FP on main lvl.
Wood blinds, upgraded light
fixtures & neutral paint decor.
Master BR has full BA w/sep
shower, custom built walk-in
closet & extended patio. W/D on
BR lvl. 1 car gar + assigned spot.
Shuttle to metro. Pool, fitness cntr
& so much more! 1 year warranty.

503 Cameron
Station Blvd.

Erika Carroll
703-568-7376

Arlington
$399,500

Fabulously
renovated
Edgewood model in
2009
of nearly 1400 SF. 1
Bdrm  2 Bath
w/huge stainless
kitchen & granite
counters.
Hardwood Floors
and custom
features. Minutes to
Pentagon and DC
4669 34TH St. S
Philip Matyas

571-332-0963

Alexandria
Fairlington

Towne 349,900
What a value! This
fantastic 2 BR, 1.5
bath, 2 level is
perfect. Great back
patio that opens to
community green
space. Loads of
upgrades include
gleaming wood
floors, new doors,
updated baths and
tons of storage.
LOW CONDO FEE!

3742 Jason Ave.
Julie Hall

703-786-3634
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Alexandria
$565,000

Huge 3BR/3.55BA TH
inside Beltway. Main lvl,
hardwood floors, walk out
to deck with panoramic
views of trees & common
area. Expanded kit with
extra storage. 2 gas fpls,
lower level rec rm with
extra storage & walk out to
secluded fenced back
yard. Two MBRs on 2nd lvl
w/walk in closets & hdwd
flrs. Top lvl has large BR &
full BA + office.
5204 Cottingham Pl.
Nancie Williams
703-608-6959
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Alexandria/ Rosemont $774,900
Fabulous Rosemont Colonial with spacious family room, 2 sun rooms,
breakfast room. Open floor plan, gleaming wood floors, high ceilings and wide
baseboard trim. Off-street parking for two vehicles, but you can leave your car
at home, just a short stroll from both King Street and Braddock Road Metro.

118 Walnut
Bobi Bomar 703-927-2213

Homesofalexandria.com
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MCLEAN, VA $2,195,000
Want ALL the options-we’ve got it!Turn-key high-end 4 lvl Colonial in close-in
Gated community. 10’ceilings, crown moldings, bow windows & elevator show
distinguishing style. Dramatic curved stairwell, custom inlaid marble flrs at
entry. Rich Gourmet kit. LLfull wet bar! Sound system. Master suite w/3 sided
FP, sitting rm, Private Deck,2 walk-in closets, huge bath. Long d/w +2 car gar

7207 Farm Meadow Ct.
Julie Hall 703-786-3634
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Dual Premieres
To Launch Next
Signature Season
Two new musicals open in August.

Spring Fun & Entertainment

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

S
ignature Theatre in Arling-
ton has long been known for
introducing brand new mu-

sicals. But even this company, which
won the Tony Award as the out-
standing regional theatre in America
two years ago, is doing something
different by premiering two new
musicals simultaneously to kick off
its 2011-2012 season.

Each will be directed by recipients
of multiple Helen Hayes Awards for
Outstanding Direction of a Musical,
and will play rotating schedules in
Signature’s larger space in
Shirlington, The MAX, beginning
this August.

Artistic Director Eric Schaeffer,
six-time winner of the award, will
be directing “The Hollow,” a musi-
cal based on Washington Irving’s
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” Fre-
quent Signature guest director Joe
Calarco, who won the award four
times for work at Signature, will
mount a musical version of Joe
Meno’s novel “The Boy Detective
Fails.”

“The Hollow,” based on Irving’s
story of Ichabod Crane and the
headless horseman, will have a
script by Hunter Foster and a score
by Matt Conner, both of whom are
known to Signature regulars.

Foster starred in Signature’s 2008
production of “Kiss of the Spider
Woman” and most recently starred
on Broadway in “Million Dollar
Quartet,” which was directed by
Schaeffer. “The Hollow” won’t be
the first musical for which he’s writ-
ten the script. He also wrote the
musical “Summer of ’42.”

Conner is even better known to
Signature regulars, and not just be-
cause he’s frequently found playing
the piano in the lobby before shows
there. He’s often featured in the en-
semble of musicals and he’s the
composer of the musical “Never-
more” for which he set the poems
of Edgar Allan Poe to music.

These aren’t the only new musi-
cals in Signature’s season. Those
who enjoyed “The Fix” when Sig-
nature presented it in their old space
back in 1998, and “The Witches of
Eastwick” in the new space in
Shirlington in 2007, will be de-

lighted to know that the new musi-
cal by their composer Dana Rowe
and lyricist John Dempsey will pre-
miere here in February, 2012. It is
titled “Brother Russia” and presents
the life story of Grigori Rasputin as
told by a Russian theater troupe set
to rock-infused songs. Schaeffer will
direct this premiere as well.

Schaeffer will also direct a new
production of a well known major
musical, “Hairspray” with songs by
Marc Shaiman and Scott Wittman.
“Hairspray” played over six years on
Broadway, making it the 20th long-
est running show in Broadway his-
tory. It won seven Tony Awards in-
cluding those for best musical, best
book and best score in 2003.
Signature’s production is slated to
open this November.

Signature’s resident director Mat-
thew Gardiner will be at the helm
in April of 2012 for the area pre-
miere of the surprise Broadway hit
of 2007 based on a failed disco
movie “Xanadu.” Gardiner will also
direct the world premiere of a non-
musical, a piece titled “Really Re-
ally” which is described as telling of
“when the party of the year results
in the regret of a lifetime.”

Another non-musical set for the
season is the Tony Award winning
Best Play of 2009, Yasmina Reza’s
“God of Carnage.” Reza’s earlier hit,
“Art” is one of the final shows of the
current season, now in previews
before an official opening next
weekend. Like “Art,” “God of Car-
nage” has been translated from
Reza’s native French by Christopher
Hampton. It will open in Signature’s
smaller space, the ARK, next April.

The one surprise in the company’s
mainstage schedule for the season
is the absence of a musical by
Stephen Sondheim. This will be only
the third season since Signature’s
first musical was produced in 1991
that won’t have a full production of
a Sondheim musical. However, the
company will be presenting a con-
cert version of Sondheim’s 1953
musical “Saturday Night” for four
performances in October.  It is a
musical which was to be his first pro-
duction on Broadway, but the death
of its producer resulted in the ter-
mination of the project before it
reached the stage. It wasn’t pro-
duced until 40 years later.

V
isitors will revel in the splendor of spring
with a colorful variety of garden events
throughout Alexandria. The season’s cor-

nerstone garden event is the annual Historic Al-
exandria House and Garden Tour which invites
the public to saunter through Old Town’s walled
gardens, intimate courtyards, and stately historic
homes. Elsewhere in town, green thumbs and
plant lovers will stock up on greenery, flowers,
and other garden goods at special sales at Carlyle
House, River Farm, and Mount Vernon: George
Washington’s Estate & Gardens. Visitors are in-
vited to tour these properties and talk to garden-
ing experts. Hands-on activities for kids at Carlyle
House and educational tours at Mount Vernon will
get the whole family into the fun.

Find these garden events and more springtime
fun at www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com.

Historic Alexandria
House and Garden Tour

When: Saturday, April 16, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Re-
freshments 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Where: Old Town Alexandria
Admission: Self-guided tour of six homes and

refreshments $35 in advance, $40 day of tour.
Single house or garden admission $20

Information: VAGardenWeek.org; 703-746-
3301

Six of Old Town Alexandria’s finest historic
homes and gardens are open to the public in this
highlight of Alexandria’s glorious spring season.
The tour is part of the 78th Annual Historic Gar-
den Week in Virginia, the oldest and largest house
and garden tour in the nation.

The six houses represent some of the finest and
earliest structures in the Old Town district, with
the houses built between 1796 and 1856. A fine
example of a Georgian home built in 1800 and
later occupied by Hugo Black, Associate Justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court, has expansive grounds,
including a 19th-century guesthouse and box-
wood-rimmed rose garden. The interior of the
home built in 1796 has been restored to that pe-
riod and features carved wooden fireplace man-
tels and faux wood painting by a fifth-generation
artisan who restored the wood graining at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon.

Tickets may be purchased on the tour day at
any of the houses on the tour and at the Alexan-
dria Visitor’s Center. Tickets may be purchased in
advance at www.VAGardenweek.org and at the
following locations in Old Town Alexandria: The
Alexandria Visitor’s Center (221 King Street), The
Athenaeum (201 Prince Street), Market Square
Shop (202 King Street), and The Enchanted Flo-
rist (139 S. Fairfax Street). Ticket price is $35 in
advance and $40 the day of the tour. Single house
or garden admission, $20.

Friends of Carlyle House Herb Sale
Plus hands-on activities for kids
When: Saturday, April 16, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Where: Carlyle House Historic Park, 121 N.

Fairfax Street, Alexandria

Garden Events Sprout
April 16 festivities highlight the spring season.

See Garden,  Page 16

Admission: No admission required to shop plant
sale or to take part in kids’ activities. Admission
charged for house tour: Ages 13 and over, $5; ages
5-12, $3; ages 4 and under, free. (Admission for
house tour is included in $40 ticket for Historic
Alexandria House and Garden Tour)

Information: CarlyleHouse.org; 703-549-2997
Herbs and perennials from the gardens and

greenhouses of George Washington’s Mount
Vernon Estate are on sale as well as a variety of
local jewelry, home goods, and crafts for sale by
local artisans and merchants. Sales of herbs and
plants raise money to support the preservation of
Carlyle House. Master Gardeners will be on hand
to answer horticultural questions. While at the
sale, be sure to check out the hands-on activities
for kids and take a tour of Alexandria’s oldest
home, the Carlyle House.

Spring Garden Market at River Farm
When: Friday, April 15, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sat-

urday, April 16, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Where: River Farm, 7931 East Boulevard Drive,

Alexandria
Admission: Free admission; $3 public parking
Information: AHS.org; 703-768-5700
The American Horticultural Society (AHS) pre-

sents the Spring Garden Market at its River Farm
headquarters. More than 20 vendors from
throughout the mid-Atlantic region are on hand
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selling a wide variety of plants,
including natives, perennials,
shrubs, herbs, vegetables, annuals
and roses, as well as garden sup-
plies and unique garden art. Mas-
ter Gardeners have a booth onsite
to answer gardening questions.

Spring Plant Sale at Mount
Vernon: George
Washington’s Estate &
Gardens

When: Saturday, April 9, to Sat-
urday, May 8, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Where: Mount Vernon: George
Washington’s Estate & Gardens,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway, Mount Vernon

Admission: No admission re-
quired to shop plant sale. (Admis-
sion to Estate included in $40
ticket for Alexandria House and
Garden Tour)

Information: MountVernon.org;
703-780-2000

This once-a-year sale features a
collection of gardening tools, gad-
gets, books, seeds, plants, pots,
hats, gloves, and more. Also in-
cluded in this sale are plants and
herbs grown at George

Garden Events Sprout
From Page 15

Carlyle House

Spring Fun & Entertainment

Washington’s Mount Vernon Es-
tate.

Garden and Landscape
Tours at Mount Vernon:
George Washington’s Estate
& Gardens

When: April 1-Oct. 31, 11 a.m.
daily

Where: Mount
Vernon: George
Washington’s Estate
& Gardens, 3200
Mount Vernon Me-
morial Highway,
Mount Vernon

Admission: In-
cluded in regular
Estate admission:
adults, $15; children
ages 6-11, $7; chil-
dren under 5 are
admitted free. (Ad-
mission included in
$40 ticket for Alex-
andria House and
Garden Tour)

I n f o r m a t i o n :
MountVernon.org;
703-780-2000

This 30-minute
guided walking tour examines
George Washington’s brilliant de-
sign for the grounds around his
Mount Vernon estate. Visit the gar-
dens he created, see some of the
original trees, and learn how he
merged areas for work and leisure
to create a master plan for his be-
loved home.

FRIDAY/APRIL 8
3 North Carolina Poets. 8-

10 p.m. Washington, D.C.’s
Ruthless Grip Poetry Series
visits Del Ray Artisans for
National Poetry Month.
Acclaimed North Carolina
writers Lee Ann Brown,
Chris Vitiello, and Dianne
Timblin will read from their
works. Email Bryan Koen
(bwkoen@gmail.com) or
visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

NOW THROUGH MAY 1
It’s Only Rock ‘n’ Roll,

But I Like It!  Del Ray
Artisans’ April show, pays
homage to all things Rock
‘n’ Roll. All-media show,
juried by Fierce Sonia and
Jen Chappell. A day of
rock-themed movies is
planned for Sunday, April
10, noon-9 p.m. An open
mic lyric slam is planned
for Sunday, May 1, 2-4 p.m. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org or
Fiercesonia@aol.com.

APRIL 26 TO JUNE 26
Paintings of the Potomac

Valley Watercolorists.
Opening reception is Sunday,
May 1 from 1 to 3 p.m. At Green
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call
703-642-5173.

NOW THROUGH MAY 15
The Nest Project. What does

home mean to you? This project

is a four-part endeavor that
enlists the help of a dozen local
D.C. area art groups, Habitat for
Humanity of Northern Virginia,
and the Torpedo Factory Artists’
Association. Outdoor nest
installations are created by local
DC arts groups. Reception is
April 14, 6-9 p.m., with Gallery
Talk at 7 p.m., Target Gallery.
Torpedo Factory Artists’ In-
Studio Nests - April 2-May 15.
Indoor Community Nest
sponsored by Habitat for
Humanity of Northern Virginia -
April 2-May 15.

Fine Arts

THURSDAY/APRIL 14
Spring Awakening. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.

Celebrate the season of renewal with
gallery receptions and special activities
featuring Target Gallery’s The Nest
Project. At the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org; or call
703-838-4565.

See Entertainment,  Page 17

EVERY THURSDAY
Environmental Activists Needed. 6

to 9 p.m. Clean up your community,
your country, your planet — meet with
the Sierra Club at its new NOVA Hub
in Del Ray, 2312 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Suite 206, Alexandria. RSVP to Phillip
Ellis, Sierra Club Field Organizer at
571-970-0275 or
phillip.ellis@sierraclub.org.

NOW THROUGH OCT. 30
Civil War Walking Tour.  Saturdays

and Sundays 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Covers the changing role of African
Americans on the estate, views on
George Washington from the
perspective of Union and Confederate
supporters, and the Washington-Robert
E. Lee connection. At Historic Mount
Vernon. These tours are limited in
capacity and cost $5 in addition to
Estate admission: $15 adults; $7
children (6-11); free for children 5 &
under. Visit www.MountVernon.org or
call 703-780-2000.

THURSDAY/APRIL 7
Story Time. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Designed for young children and
caregivers, this event will feature story
time and a small craft. Fee is $3 per
child. Call 703-548-1789 or visit
www.leefendallhouse.org. At Lee-
Fendall House Museum & Garden,
Alexandria.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Cost is $30/series or
$12/class. Learn the dances of Jane
Austen, George Washington, and
Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom. At
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 North
Royal Street, Old Town Alexandria.
Call 703-746-4242.

APRIL 7 AND 8
Musician Colin Hay. Formerly with

Men @ Work. Performs at The

Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. Visit
www.ticketmaster.com or 800-745-
3000.

FRIDAY/APRIL 8
3 North Carolina Poets. 8-10 p.m.

Washington, D.C.’s Ruthless Grip
Poetry Series visits Del Ray Artisans for
National Poetry Month. Acclaimed
North Carolina writers Lee Ann Brown,
Chris Vitiello, and Dianne Timblin will
read from their works. Email Bryan
Koen (bwkoen@gmail.com) or visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 9
Spring Luncheon/Fashion Show.

Vendors open at 10 a.m.; lunch at
11:15 a.m.; fashion show starts at
11:30 a.m. Tickets are $20/person.
Vendors will be selling jewelry,
scarves, and other merchandise.
Presented by The Women’s Group at
Aldersgate United Methodist Church,
Wesley Hall, 1301 Collingwood Road,
Alexandria. Proceeds will benefit UCM
and Rising Hope.  Call 703-765-7555.
A Night on the Town Gala. 6 p.m.
cocktails/silent auction; 7:30 p.m.
dinner; 8:30 p.m. live auction; 9:15
p.m. dancing to Reverie Jazz. Tickets
are $175. Sponsored by Good
Shepherd Housing and Family
Services. At the Crowne Plaza Old
Town Alexandria.

The “Grandest Congress.” Noon to 4
p.m. Visit the Carlyle House Historic
Park for costumed re-enactors
representing Gen. Braddock and the
five Colonial governors as well as John
and Sarah Carlyle. Visitors can inspect
the troops as they drill on the front
lawn of the house. Peek in on the
meeting inside and enjoy the sights
and smells of 18th-century style food
being prepared for a grand dinner for
Braddock and the governors. Contact
Carlyle House at 703-549-2997 or e-
mail: carlyle@nvrpa.org

Spring Mulch Sale.
Mount Vernon High
School Class of 2011 is
conducting its spring
mulch sale.  Pick up in
MVHS parking lot.
Orders must be made
by Tuesday, March 29,
2011.  Limited delivery
area for orders of 10 or
more bags.  The cost is
$5 per bag and the
proceeds benefit the
Class of 2011.  Call
Robin Gordon at 703-
799-1330, or email:
MVhSmulchsale@gmail.com.

Movies with a Mission.
4:30 p.m. Free.
“Promised Land.”
Though apartheid
ended in South Africa in
1994, economic
injustices between
blacks and whites
remain unresolved. As
revealed in this award-
winning film, the most
potentially explosive
issue is land. Screening
will be followed by a discussion and
gallery walk. Reservations are
requested, as seating is limited. At the
Alexandria Black History Museum, 902
Wythe Street, Alexandria. Contact 703-
746-4356.

Wonders of Science Demos. 1 to 3
p.m. Discover curious objects, from
poison bottles to dragon’s blood, and
find out how they were used. Tours
will be held every 30 minutes.
Admission is $6. At the Stabler-
Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, 105-
107 South Fairfax Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-746-3852 or visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 10
YoKid Challenge. 2 to 4 p.m. YoKid will

challenge adults, kids and families to
see how many sun salutations they can
do, and provide delicious treats for
participants to enjoy, along with tips
on healthy eating, in support of YoKid’s
mission to provide low- and no-cost
yoga programs for kids in Alexandria.
At the Cora Kelly Rec Center,
Alexandria. Visit www.yokid.org.

Family and Friends Day. 11 a.m.
Guest speaker is Minister Sheila
Stubblefield-Whiting. At Roberts
Memorial United Methodist Church,
606 South Washington Street,
Alexandria.

Puccini’s Opera “Tosca.” 4 p.m.
Tickets are $25. Presented by the
American Center for Puccini Studies.
There will be pre-performance operatic
entertainment and light Italian fare

available, beginning at 3:15 p.m.
At First Christian Church of
Alexandria, 2723 King Street,
Alexandria. Call 301-602-4389 for
tickets. Visit PucciniAmerica.org.
Potomac Jazz Project. 6:30 to
10 p.m. Potomac Jazz Bassist and
Bandleader Stan Hamrick brings
in two great DC Musicians to
round out a trio. At Laporta’s,
Duke Street, Old Town
Alexandria.
New Dominion Chorale. 4
p.m. Tickets are $30; $25/
seniors; $5/students. Performs
two Mozart works. At the Rachel
M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and
Arts Center of the Alexandria
Campus of Northern Virginia
Community College, 3001 North
Beauregard St., Alexandria. Visit
www.newdominion.org  or 703-
442-9404.
Lecture and Booksigning. 2
p.m. With Christopher Hamner,
Assistant Professor in the
Department of History and Art
History at George Mason
University. At the Lee-Fendall
House Museum and Garden,

Alexandria. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org

Free Organ Concert. 6 p.m. Faure
Requiem and Rheinberger Organ
Concerto with choir from St. Martin
Lutheran Church, Annapolis. At Grace
Episcopal Church, 3601 Russell Road,
Alexandria. Contact
www.gracealex.org or 703-549-1980.

MONDAY/APRIL 11
Spring Golf Outing. 12 noon check-in;

1 p.m. shotgun start; format: Captain’s
choice (scramble); handicapped
foursomes; fee $225/person in
advance; $250/onsite. At Mount
Vernon Country Club. Fundraiser for
The Campagna Center. Contact Lee
Martin at 703-224-2351 or
lmartin@campagnacenter.org.

Entertainment

APRIL 12 AND 13
Aimee Mann. 7:30 p.m. Currently penning a new musical

production based upon the concept album, The Forgotten
Arm. At The Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. To purchase tickets log onto:
www.Birchmere.com or go to  www.ticketmaster.com or call
1-800-745-3000.
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Entertainment

APRIL 11 AND 12
Jewelry Sale. Board of Lady

Managers Jewelry Sale. All
jewelry is $6; gifts and
handbags are $12-$48.
Monday, April 11 from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Tuesday,
April 12 from 7 a.m. to 4
p.m. At INOVA Alexandria
Hospital Education Rooms 1
and 2. All proceeds benefit
Alexandria Hospital Surgical
Services.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 13
Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m.

Admission is $6. DJ Dance
Party with DJ Dabe Murphy.
At Nick’s Nightclub, 642
South Pickett Street,
Alexandria.

Spring Fever Open House.
4 to 7 p.m. Join in an
evening of refreshments,
door prizes and shopping.
The shop and garden center
are loaded with new
arrivals of unique accessories for home and garden. At
Electric Nature, 1503 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Call
703-837-0500.

Australian Wine Tasting. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Tastings are led
by Wilkinson Wine Cellar and tickets are $25 per person and
tours of the historic house will be available during the
evening. To purchase tickets, call 703-548-1789 or
www.leefendallhouse.org. At Lee-Fendall House Museum &
Garden, Alexandria.

THURSDAY/APRIL 14
Flo Anito. 7 p.m. With Poetry by Cliff Bernier. Tickets are $10.

At The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-
0035 or visit nvfaa.org.

Livingston Taylor Performs. 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $29.50.
With David Buskin and Robin Bateau. At The Birchmere. Visit
www.birchmere.com.

18th Century Dance Classes. 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Cost is
$30/series or $12/class. Learn the dances of Jane Austen,
George Washington, and Abigail Adams in Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum’s historic ballroom. At Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal Street, Old Town Alexandria. Call 703-746-
4242.

Restoring the Chesapeake Bay with Underwater
Plants. 7:30 p.m. At Green Springs Gardens, 4603 Green
Spring Road, Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173. Contact Alan
Ford, VNPS Potowmack Chapter President at 703-732-5291.

Contemporary Religious Trends: The End of Religion or a
New Beginning? Free. An Evening with Dr. Diana Butler Bass.
6:30 p.m. hors d’ouevres; 7:30 to 9 p.m. program; 9 p.m.
dessert and book signing. At St. James’ Episcopal Church,
5614 Old Mill Road, Alexandria. Call 703-780-3081 to
register or office@stjamesmv.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 15
Spring Wine Festival and Sunset Tour. Tickets go on sale

for the popular event at Mount Vernon. Experience live jazz
and sample wines from 16 Virginia wineries on May 13-15
from 6 to 9 p.m.  Fruit and cheese boxes available. Tickets are
$35/person. Tickets are tables available at
www.MountVernon.org or the ticket window at Mount
Vernon’s Ford Orientation Center from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SATURDAY/APRIL 16
Musician Carrie Newcomer. 7:30 p.m. Carrie will be co-

headlining with Four Bitchin’ Babes and Washington, D.C.
area resident, Debi Smith. At The Birchmere, 3701 Mt.
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. To purchase tickets log onto:
www.Birchmere.com or go to www.ticketmaster.com or call
1-800-745-3000.

Wellness Fair. 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Seminars, lectures,
health screenings, a cooking demo, door prizes, refreshments
and more. Celebrity Chef Lauren Von Der Pool of Von Der
Pool Gourmet will be featured at the fair. She will be talking
about healthy eating and also conducting a cooking
demonstration. At Inova Alexandria Hospital.

Grand Ball. 8 to 11 p.m. Live music, dance instruction, a
special Queen’s Cake and dessert, “gaming” and a cash bar. A
“King” and “Queen” will be chosen to preside over the ball.
Tickets are $45/advance; $50/door. Hosted by Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, 134 North Royal Street, Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-746-4242 or www.gadsbystavern.org.

Garden Day Herb & Craft Sale. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Culinary
and decorative herbs and plants from Mount Vernon and
Homestead Gardens will be available for purchase. Sponsored
by the Friends of Carlyle House. A Carlyle House Historic
Park, 121 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria. Call 703-549-2997.

Growing Vegetables in Containers. 10 a.m. to noon p.m.
Learn how to grow vegetables in pots, planters or other
containers for maximum production on your deck, balcony,
porch or patio. At Charles Houston Rec Center, Room 2, 901
Wythe St., Alexandria. Register early by calling 703-228-
6414.

Family Fun Day. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. D.C. United Mascot Talon,
Children’s Deejay, Moon Bounces, Petting Zoo, Children’s

Playgroups, Face Painting,
Arts and Crafts, and more.
Sponsored by Capital One
Bank. At the William
Ramsey Recreation Center,
5700 Sanger Ave.,
Alexandria. Call Kim Turpin
Davis at 703-549-3741.
78th Annual Historic
Garden Tour of
Alexandria. 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Cost is $35/advance;
$40/day of tour. This
Alexandria tradition offers
the opportunity to be invited
into six of Old Town’s finest
private homes and gardens.
Many of the area’s historic
sites offer special activities,
including Carlyle House,
which hosts its Herb Sale,
with historical plants plus
crafts. Call 703-746-3301 or
www.VaGardenWeek.org.
Kelley Cares 5K Run/
Walk. Start time 8 a.m.
Registration 6:45 a.m. to
7:45 a.m. Admission is $30

(13 and over); $15 (6-12 years); Free (5 and under). T-shirts
included. In memory of Kelley Swanson. Funds raised will
support the Therapeutic Recreation Program, 1108 Jefferson
Street, Alexandria. Race held at George Washington Middle
School, 1005 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Send donations
to Kelley Cares, 203 E. Luray Ave., Alexandria, VA 22301.

SUNDAY/APRIL 17
Dead Men’s Hollow with Bob Gramann. 7 p.m. Tickets are

$18/general; $15/advance at FocusMusic.org. Info: 703-501-
6061. At Church of the Resurrection, 2280 N. Beauregard St.,
Alexandria.

Kaydee Puppets. 3 p.m. Heritage Presbyterian Women sponsor
Kaydee Puppets performing Goldilocks & the 3 Bears and
Nursery Rhymes. All ages welcome.  Admission is a plate of
cookies to be shared after the show.  RSVP to Heritage
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Ft. Hunt Rd., Alexandria, 703-360-
9546.

Japan  Disaster Relief Concert. 7 p.m. Tickets $40.
Presented by the Japanese Americans’ Care Fund, with
Japanese Members and their Friends of the National
Symphony Orchestra, Toshiko Khono (flute), Mahoko Eguchi
(violin), Tsuna Sakamoto (viola), etc. Mozart, Beethoven,
Japanese songs, and more. At the Lyceum, 201 S. Washington
St., Alexandria. Online Reservations: www.instantseats.com/
events/JACF  Contact: 703-256-5223, or
carefund@jacarefund.org.

Potomac Jazz Project. 6:30 to 10 p.m. Potomac Jazz Bassist
and Bandleader Stan Hamrick brings in two great DC
Musicians to round out a trio. At Laporta’s, Duke Street, Old
Town Alexandria.

Artists for the Climate. 7 p.m. Participants will include Bill
McKibben, E. Ethelbert Miller, Janisse Ray, Tim DeChristopher,
Rev. Bob Edgar, Mary Anne Hitt, emma’s revolution and
SongRise. Following the program, there will be a candlelight
vigil at the Gen On coal plant three blocks away. The event is
co-sponsored by the Chesapeake Climate Action Network and
350.org. Tickets and information, including for the 6 p.m. VIP
reception, can be found at www.chesapeakeclimate.org. At
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 901 N. Fairfax Street, Alexandria.

Spring Concert. 3 p.m. Free. NOVA Community Chorus, Dr.
Mark Whitmire, Director, cordially invites you to a Spring
Concert with Washington Metropolitan Philharmonic,
Ulysses S. James, Director, for presentation of Ludwig van
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, op. 125, D minor. (Ode to
Joy). At Bishop Ireton High School, 201 Cambridge Road,
Alexandria. Contact Dr. Whitmire at 703-845-6097 or
mwhitmire@nvcc.edu.

TUESDAY/APRIL 19
Mount Vernon Genealogical Society. 1 p.m. Presentation

on “Working for the People” with Dr. Kenneth W. Heger,
Ph.D., who will show ways to find information documenting
employment with the Federal government. Meets at Hollin
Hall Senior Center, Room 112, 1500 Shenandoah Road,
Alexandria. Call Harold McClendon at 703-360-0920 or
haroldm@erols.com.

Baby Shower for New Hope. 6:30 p.m. Social; 7 p.m. dinner
at Pema’s Restaurant. The Mount Vernon Evening Lions will be
holding a baby show. If you would like to donate to the baby
show, contact Andrea Corsillo 703-960-4973.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 20
Antique Hats Presentation. 9:30 a.m. Free. The Antique

Club of the Mount Vernon Antique Arts Association features
Jo Hanna Holcomb who will show off her collection of
antique hats from the 1930s and 1940s. At Hollin Hall
Senior Center, 1500 Shenandoah Road, Alexandria.

Swing Dancing. 9 to 11 p.m. Admission is $10. With the band,
The Thrillbillies. At Nick’s Nightclub, 642 South Pickett Street,
Alexandria.

Potomac Jazz Project. 6:30 to 10 p.m. Potomac Jazz Bassist
and Bandleader Stan Hamrick brings in two great DC
Musicians to round out a trio. At Laporta’s, Duke Street, Old
Town Alexandria.

APRIL 14, 15, 16
Spring Garden Market. More than 20 vendors will be

selling natives, perennials, shrubs, herbs, vegetables and
annuals. Friday, April 15 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday,
April 16 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; AHS Members’ Night is
Thursday, April 14 from 4 to 8 p.m. At the American
Horticultural Society’s River Farm headquarters, 7931 East
Boulevard Dr., Alexandria.

From Page 16

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day,
send us your favorite snapshots of
you with your Mom and The Mount
Vernon Gazette will publish them in
our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to
include some information about
what’s going on in the photo, plus
your name and phone number and
town of residence. To e-mail digital
photos, send to:
photoMV@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Mount Vernon Gazette,
“Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”

1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to
you if you include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, but please don’t
send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

Just Minutes to King Street metro,
$850/mo includes utilities

One BR sublet in a 3BR/1.5 Bath renovated 
townhouse with driveway and street parking. Share 
house with 2 other professional young adults. Fully 

renovated with new kitchen, new bathrooms, 
updated basement and living room. $850/month 

includes utilities. Bus stop at front door, one mile to
King St Metro, Duke St near Old Town. 
Available May 1-July 31. 240-460-7375.

3 RE for Rent 3 RE for Rent

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

BOOKS

OLD & OUT-OF-PRINT

Looking for good homes for 
my old books & yours. 
Carolyn Johns Books, 
8101 Richmond Hwy 

(Inside Market). 

571-216-8875

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Alexandria. ‘Another Yard 
Sale by Gale,’ Saturday, 
(4/9), 8 a.m.-noon. 902 
Danton Lane, (off Wayne-
wood Blvd. in Mt Vernon). 
Other families in Wayne-
wood are also participating 
on Saturday. 
Patio furniture, vintage 
items, household items, 
women’s clothes, books, 
purses, jewelry, knick-
knacks and much more - 
a little bit of everything

Big Community Book and 
Rummage Sale!

Saturday, April 9th. 9:00am 
- 1:00pm. Rain or shine.

Tons of books, many 
genres, furniture, clothing, 

housewares, etc. Held 
inside the Howard Gardner 
School at 4913 Franconia 

Road, Alexandria, VA 
22310.

HUGE.. HUGE.. HUGE 
Sat 4/9, 8 am. 

Lots of toys, electronics, 
art, clothes

9224 Forest Haven Dr, 
Mt Vernon

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has an upcom-
ing  opening  for a F/T position. Some trav-
el between offices. Ideal for nurses return-
ing   to  the   workforce.   Competitive sal-
ary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to Attn: Sharon @ 
703/914-5494 

Pet Professional
We're growing again! Join our team! 
Seeking a Pet Professional to work 7am - 
10 pm, Old Town to Mt Vernon. Prior 
paid experience with animals required. 
Vet   techs   &   vet   assistants  preferred.
www.alexandriapetcare.com/jobs

RREETTAAIILL  SSAALLEESS
Old Town Boutique seeking student 
for  summer work.  Refs req’d.  Call 

Mrs Lasker evenings at 703-765-7583

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Summer Web Internships Available
Educational internships available for enthusiastic college
students to join our new website launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to help develop content and sections
for our new website, due to launch in late spring.
Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specifics to our
entertainment and events sections, creating special pro-
jects and content, and exploring new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to work with
award-winning editors while developing first-rate online
presence. Internships require a commitment of at least
six weeks, 16-40 hours a week. Please e-mail a statement
of interest and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com Legal Notices

ABC LICENSE
Mongolian Dining Venture III,
LLC trading as  Genghis Grill,

7001 F Manchester Blvd.
Alexandria, VA 22310. The

above establishment  is
applying to the VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL for a  Mixed
beverage on premises, Beer &
wine on  premises license to
sell or manufacture  alcoholic

beverages. Vernon Keith
Sullins, owner

ABC LICENSE
Riva Enterprise, Inc trading as

Euro Bistro and  Grill, 6027
Richmond Hwy, Alexandria,

VA  22303. The above
establishment is applying to

the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT
OF ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGE

CONTROL for a Wine and
Beer on  Premises & Mixed

Beverage on Premises
license to sell or manufacture

alcoholic  beverages. Fotis
Sadikaj, President

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of

section 4-1-16 of  the code of
the City of Alexandria, the

Alexandria Police Department
located at 2003  Mill Road,

Alexandria, VA 22314 is now
in  possession of unclaimed

bicycles, mopeds,  lawn
equipment, money, scooters,
and other  items. All persons

having valid claim to the
property should file a claim to
the property with  reasonable

proof of ownership or the
items will  be sold, destroyed,
converted or donated. For a

complete listing go to
http://alexandriava.gov/police/

and contact the  Police
Property Unit at (703) 838-

4709.

RETAIL SALES
Old Town Boutique seeking reliable per-
son for P/T sales position, 2-3 days/wk.  
Refs req’d.  Call Mrs Lasker evenings at 

703-765-7583

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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From Page 10

Letters

ing Authority and county staff to quickly
bring these applications to the Board of
Supervisors for approval.” It can’t have es-
caped the supervisor that the MVCCA is not
representative of the mainstream of our
community on most issues. This is particu-
larly true concerning North Hill. I trust Su-
pervisor Hyland will make his decision
based upon a more broad consultation with
community leaders including his appointees
to the Visioning Task Force, and not limit
input to just the MVCCA.

H. Jay Spiegel
Mount Vernon

Activities reported by the Mt. Vernon police
department through April 1.

ROBBERY/ ARREST
A man robbed a 22-year-old man as he was

exiting his car in the 7500 block of Richmond
Highway just after 11 a.m. on Friday, March 25.
A 30-year-old male of Washington, D.C., was
apprehended and charged with robbery.

FATAL CRASH
Shortly after 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March

29, a 2005 Cadillac sedan was southbound on
Harrison Lane at a high rate of speed. The
Cadillac failed to negotiate a sharp, left hand
curve in the roadway and continued straight
down the paved entrance to Huntley Meadows
Park. The car then ran off of the park driveway,
struck a tree and caught fire with the driver
inside. Citizens attempted to free the driver but
could not. The driver was pronounced dead on
the scene. The medical examiner will attempt to
determine the driver’s identity during an
autopsy. Alcohol and or drugs may be a factor.
Speed was a factor. Anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Solvers by phone at 1-
866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail a
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org or text “TIP187”
plus a message to CRIMES/274637 or call
Fairfax County Police at 703-691-2131.

GRAND LARCENY/ ARREST
Two teenaged girls, 14 and 15, were

arrested for stealing a 2010 Dodge Caravan
from the 7800 block of Richmond Highway
around 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March 30. An
investigation determined the vehicle was left
running in a parking lot. The suspects were
located nearby in the vehicle, taken into custody
and released to their parents. Petitions charging
each suspect with grand larceny will be
obtained.

LARCENIES
6000 block of Fort Hunt Road. Golf clubs

stolen from vehicle.
3400 block of Little Hunting Creek. CD player

stolen from vehicle.
6200 block of North Kings Highway. Tequila

stolen from business.
6000 block of Richmond Highway. Cell phone

stolen from business.
8600 block of Richmond Highway. Vodka

stolen from business.
6800 block of Smithway Drive. Tools stolen

from residence.
6600 block of South Kings Highway. License

plate stolen from vehicle.
7700 block of Thrush Court. License plate

stolen from vehicle.

VEHICLE THEFTS
7900 block of Ashton St. 2003 Toyota RAV4.
7800 block of Richmond Highway. Dodge

Caravan.
5800 block of Saint Gregorys Lane. 1996

Saturn.

Crime Report

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, MULCHING,
AERATION, SEEDING,

Chao’s

202-409-6488

LAWN CARE

PARKING
Contractor / Landscaper

IN ALEXANDRIA
Starting at $300 a Stall

Also Office Space Available
$12/Sq Ft

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

LAWN SERVICE

 Aeration,
Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up,

Mulching,
Tree Cutting,

Handyman work
Licensed            Insured

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or

703-328-2270

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Give me 
where to stand,
and I will move

the earth.
-Archimedes
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If accommodations and/or alternative formats are needed, please call
(703) 324-8563, at least ten working days in advance of the registration
deadline or event. TTY (703) 803-3354 703-324-8700 • ONLINE :
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks • E-mail: parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov

Advertisment for Residential
Rental Properties

Proposed Demolitions
The Fairfax County Park Authority (FCPA) operates a residential rental program
for tenants who qualify under Policy 405 of the Fairfax County Park Authority
Policy Manual, to rent houses located within the park system. On February 9,
2011, the Board of the Fairfax County Park Authority authorized reductions in
the program, including the demolition of two houses located within Riverbend
Park, and one house located within Mason Neck West Park.

Prior to demolition, the Fairfax County Park Authority seeks requests for adap-
tive reuse of these existing houses from individuals interested in leasing the
facilities. All proposals must be consistent with residential use or park recrea-
tional uses on the property, at the sole determination of FCPA. The cost of per-
mitting, facility operation, improvements, maintenance or repairs will be the sole
responsibility of the leasee. FCPA will not consider any requests for the pur-
chase of any portion of park land.

Requests for interest in facility reuse must be received no later than June 15,
2011 to be considered. Please contact Julie Cline at 703-324-8708 or visit the
Planning and Development Division of the Park Authority at 12055 Government
Center Parkway, Fairfax VA.

By Scott A. Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)

T
his week, we returned
to Richmond for a spe-
cial session on redis-
tricting and votes on

the Governor’s vetoes.
The House of Delegates and

Senate announced redistricting
plans for their respective bodies about one
week ago. Public hearings were held on
about 3-4 days notice. Realigning district

lines for elected positions is
required because of popu-
lation changes documented
by the decennial census.

The House of Delegates’
Republican Caucus has proposed a redis-
tricting plan for House districts. The House
Democratic Caucus has not presented a plan
although one member introduced an award-
winning nonpartisan plan created by Uni-
versity of Richmond students. You can view
all proposals online by going to my blog,
The Dixie Pig at scottsurovell.blogspot.com.
I have posted links and instructions there if
you would like to view the plans.

The latest version of the House Republi-
can Caucus Plan proposes to slightly change
my district, the 44th, as follows: Hunting-
ton Precinct would be moved to Delegate
Mark Sickles’ seat. A small part of

Bellehaven Precinct would be
moved to Delegate David Englin’s
seat, and Westgate Precinct (the
area south of Mount Vernon Me-
morial Highway) would be moved
back into Delegate Dave Albo’s
seat where it was until 2001.
Kirkside Precinct (essentially
Hollin Hills & northern Gum
Springs) and Marlan Precinct

(Villamay, Marlan Forest and eastern
Quander Road) would be moved from Del-
egate David Englin’s district into my my
district. Most of Fort Belvoir north of U.S. 1
would also be added to my district, along
with Hayfield Precinct.

Two weeks ago, I wrote that I liked the
44th District the way it is. The district is
the closest to the target population num-
ber in the entire state without any changes.
Thankfully, the proposal did not do signifi-
cant harm to communities of interest in my
district. Under the proposed House of Del-
egates plan, I would still mainly represent
the same communities, the same high
school pyramids and the bulk of the U.S. 1
corridor. I welcome some new constituents.
You may recall that in 2009, I knocked on
over 8,000 doors in the 44th district. When
you go out, meet people face to face, into
the “innards” of a community, and then fight
for them in Richmond, you develop a deep
sense of responsibility and ownership of

“your turf.” It would be hard to let parts of
my current district go. For sure, I will miss
some of my current constituents if the cur-
rent House plan is approved.

No plan is final. We will debate and vote
on them in the special session. The plans
must go to the Governor for veto or line-
item vetos and then the U.S. Department
of Justice for what is called a “pre-clear-
ance” under the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
There is always the possibility of a legal
challenge as well.

Having said that, there is no question that
this entire process is flawed. I support non-
partisan redistricting. Elected officials
should not draw their own district lines —
the people should. The Governor cam-
paigned on bipartisan redistricting and then
effectively ignored the issue for our last two
sessions. He created a Bipartisan Redistrict-
ing Commission only with advisory power
and then appears to be distancing himself
from their recommendations. Both the
House and Senate actually proposed their
plans before the Governor’s Bipartisan Re-
districting Commission even made its rec-
ommendations.

The House and Senate majority caucuses
created a timetable that minimized oppor-
tunities for public involvement and maxi-
mized the ability of incumbents to protect
their majorities. The districts that have been
drawn are either very Democratic and very

Republican. Competitive seats are virtually
non-existent. No one is well served by the
existing redistricting system except for in-
cumbent politicians, lobbyists, and special
interest groups. Fixing this will be a prior-
ity for me if the voters return me to office.

We also have a veto session next week.
The Governor vetoed legislation requiring
elementary students to participate in a mini-
mum of 150 minutes of physical education
per week. I voted no and will support the
Governor’s veto. While I support encourag-
ing children to be physically active, Fairfax
County Public Schools estimates that this
requirement will cost us over $18 million
and the state is providing no funding. Sev-
eral of our elementary school principals,
music and art teachers also contacted me
because this requirement would reduce
time in art and music.

The Governor also vetoed three other bills
including an agreement to raise Virginia’s
medical malpractice cap, and increase civil
penalties for pollution. I will vote to over-
ride those vetoes.

Please watch the news for any additional
vetoes and contact me to share your views.
You can email me at
scottsurovell@gmail.com. You can also stay
informed by reading my blog, The Dixie Pig,
at scottsurovell.blogspot.com.

It is an honor to serve as your State Del-
egate.

Redistricting the 44th and the Governor’s Vetoes

Richmond

Report

Opinion
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Sports
Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jon Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com

MV Baseball Evens
District Mark

The Mount Vernon baseball team defeated
Falls Church 805 on April 1, improving its
record to 2-3, including a 2-2 mark in the
National District. The Majors will travel to
face Edison at 6 p.m. on April 7 and host
Wakefield at 7 p.m. on April 8.

Mount Vernon
Softball Wins Big

The Mount Vernon softball team defeated
Falls Church 25-1 on April 1, bringing its

Spring Golf Outing on April 11. Check-in is
at noon with a 1 p.m. shotgun start. The
event is a scramble format with handi-
capped foursomes. Cost is $225 per person
in advance and $250 per person on site.

Pantherlon 5K
Is April 30

The 22nd annual Carl Sandburg
Pantherlon 5K Run and 1 mile Fun Run/
Walk will be held at 8 a.m. on April 30 at
Carl Sandburg Middle School, located at
8428 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. For more
information, contact Rebecca Bostick at
703-768-2250 or rbarch@mindspring.com.

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

W
est Potomac left-hander Dan
Jarrell limited the Lake
Braddock baseball team, a
potential state title con-

tender, to three runs in four innings on
Monday. At the plate, the junior had two
hits, including an RBI single in the fourth.

Jarrell’s effort spearheaded an improved
effort by the Wolverines against higher-end
competition. After losing handily to South
County (15-4) and Annandale (10-0), West
Potomac trailed Lake Braddock 4-1 enter-
ing the seventh inning. While a stronger
performance was encouraging for the Wol-
verines, the team was saddled with another
loss, falling 8-1 to the Bruins at WPHS.

West Potomac opened the season with
three straight wins, outscoring Mount
Vernon, Edison and Patriot District oppo-
nent Lee 49-9. But since the Wolverines
entered a more difficult part of their sched-
ule, they’ve been outscored 33-5. However,
West Potomac could have something to
build on after hanging around against Lake
Braddock before the Bruins added four runs
in the seventh.

“That was certainly a much better game
than when we played against Annandale,”
West Potomac head coach Jim Sullivan said,
“but still, [Lake Braddock] is a good team
and we’re not going to beat these guys play-
ing OK. We played OK.”

Since starting the season 3-0, West
Potomac has struggled at the plate. On
Monday, the Wolverines managed five hits
against Lake Braddock starter Michael
Church.

“We definitely haven’t adjusted yet to the
pitching with these last three teams,” jun-
ior shortstop/pitcher Sean Trenchard said.
“We’ve seen some good pitching. Other than
that, today, the score doesn’t explain the
game at all. … We just need to hit the ball
and I think that will come around. … If [we
can hit] next time we play them we should

beat these guys. We should beat
everyone once our hitting
comes around.”

West Potomac pitchers have
also struggled. Jarrell pitched
well enough to keep the Wol-
verines in the game, but it
wasn’t enough.

“That’s what we were wor-
ried about all along: will the
pitching be strong enough to
compete,” Sullivan said. “We
don’t have a single pitcher that
was as good as the guy [Lake
Braddock] rolled out there to-
day. We don’t have single
pitcher as good as the guy
Annandale rolled out there and
we didn’t have a single pitcher
as good as the South County
guy that came out. The way
that we’re going to win is 4-3
or 5-4, but our pitchers have
got to be on, they’ve got to
throw strikes, they can’t walk
people and they’ve got to keep
the ball down so that we get
groundballs instead of home
runs. “Right now, Dan’s prob-
ably our best pitcher because
he can throw more than just a
fastball for a strike. We tell
them, if you can’t throw three
pitches for a strike, these guys
are going to stand up there
waiting for a fastball, licking
their lips — and you’ll either
walk them or get to see them run a long
ways.”

Sullivan also said the team has had prob-
lems with situational baseball.

“We’ve got a bunch of guys who still
struggle from time to time [with playing] a
team game,” the coach said. “I understand,
I used to play some ball and I wanted to
get a hit. But there’s times when you abso-
lutely need a hit and there’s times when you
need to be a base runner and sometimes

we don’t remember that. We tend to go to
sleep from time to time.”

If West Potomac can build on its perfor-
mance against Lake Braddock, the Wolver-
ines can not only make some noise this sea-
son, but in the future. West Potomac has
only two seniors on its roster, neither of
which was in the starting lineup Monday.
Of the 17 players on the roster, 12 are jun-
iors and three are sophomores. However,
with many of the Wolverines having gained

varsity experience last season,
the “young team” label only
goes so far.

“That’s not really an excuse
anymore,” Trenchard said. “We
will definitely be a lot better
next year with all seniors, but
it shouldn’t be an excuse.”

Trenchard is one of the most
physically gifted players on the
team, but Sullivan said he
needs to make better use of his
leadership skills.

“Sean’s probably the best ath-
lete we have on the team,”
Sullivan said. “He’s a great
leader, but what he’s got to do
is lead.”

Sophomore first baseman/
pitcher Jayme Murray was one
of the team’s standouts as a
freshman.

“Jayme is probably the best
baseball player on the team,”
Sullivan said. “He really knows
the game inside and out and
does all the right things. He
didn’t play well today, he struck
out twice, but he doesn’t usu-
ally swing at bad pitches. He’ll
put the ball in play, he’ll go the
other way and he’s a stellar
fielder and a fine pitcher. He’s
only a sophomore. In a couple
years, if his velocity gets up a
little bit, he could be right up
there with [Lake Braddock
standout Kenny] Towns.”

Junior catcher Matt Hrin
made several nice plays from
behind the plate and Sullivan
said junior Josh Belanger has

pitched well.
West Potomac will host T.C. Williams at

6:30 p.m. on April 8.
“I wouldn’t consider our team a young

team because most of these guys played
varsity last year as sophomores, so they’ve
already had a year’s experience,” Sullivan
said. “We still have great expectations for
them. We still think that if things fall right
for us, we can compete with these guys and
maybe beat them once in a while.”

West Potomac junior Dan Jarrell allowed three runs in
four innings against Lake Braddock, and drove in the
Wolverines’ only run during an 8-1 loss on Monday.

Jarrell Leads Improved West Potomac Effort
After 3-0 start, Wolverines struggling
against stiff competition.

Sports Briefs

record at 3-3. The Majors are 3-2 in the
National District, including wins over Wash-
ington-Lee and Stuart. Mount Vernon will
host Wakefield at 7 p.m. on April 8.

WP Girls Lax
Wins 3rd Straight

The West Potomac girls lacrosse team
defeated McLean 16-3 on Monday, giving
the Wolverines three consecutive wins. West
Potomac improved to 4-2 and sits at 1-1 in
the Patriot District. The Wolverines will
travel to West Springfield at 7:15 p.m. on
April 8 and host Woodson at 6:15 p.m. on
April 9.
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West Potomac
Softball Loses

The West Potomac softball team lost to
Lake Braddock 9-1 on Monday, dropping the
Wolverines’ record to 3-2, including a 2-2
mark in the Patriot District. West Potomac
will host T.C. Williams at 6:30 p.m. on April
8.

Spring Golf
Outing

The Mount Vernon Country Club is host-
ing The Campagna Center’s 16th Annual

“Right now, Dan [Jarrell is] probably our
best pitcher because he can throw more
than just a fastball for a strike.”

— West Potomac head baseball coach Jim Sullivan
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ACDS SUMMER CAMP!
One week sessions run
from June 20-August 5

Call for a brochure
703-548-4804

or see it online at
www.acdsnet.org

kiskadee
2205 Mount Vernon Avenue - in the Heart of Del Ray

703.549-0813 - www.kiskadeeshop.com
Mon - Sat 10-5 pm • Thurs nights until 7 • Sunday 12-5 pm

Enter our raffle to win a beautiful sterling silver necklace from Dogeared!
No Purchase necessary!

SALE - ONE WEEK ONLY!!

Hurry In - Friday April 8 - Friday April 15

20% off
Spring Apparel

Up to 75% off
in our Kiskadee

Corner!

From Page 7

News

thing comes from private fundraising that the fami-
lies do to provide the money needed for research to
find a cure.

“So many kids keep getting diagnosed and with-
out a cure and zero government funding, it’s hard
to raise awareness and get the research we need,”
said Downie.

TO HELP support the Downies, Waynewood El-
ementary Principal James T. Meier and two teach-
ers, Mrs. Ludovici and Mrs. Peterson, are participat-
ing in the George Washington Parkway Classic 10-
mile run on April 10. The money raised will go to
the Histiocytosis Association of America.

When Meier sent a note out to Waynewood stu-
dents asking them to sponsor him and the two teach-
ers, the note moved second grader Harrison Smith
to action. First he wrote to his parents a note —
with a cute typo, “Read this right know!” Then he
said, “Let’s do a lemonade stand with the kids from
the street to raise money.”

Thirteen chil-
dren from
Courtland Road
participated in
the lemonade
stand and made
$1,030. Fairfax
County
firefighters from
Stations 11 and
9 stopped by.

Helping To Fight Schoolmate’s Disease
Ten Waynewood schoolmates from Courtland Road

joined together to raise awareness for Histiocytosis.
On Sunday, the students set up a lemonade stand
and sold lemonade and goodies. All proceeds were
given to Meier and his team.

In addition to the above events, the Downies are
participating in Hike for a Cure. This hike with take
place the weekend of April 30 at Shenandoah Na-
tional Park. There are several different options for
the hike and all proceeds go to battle histiocytosis.

“Please join us April 29 to May 1 in our fight against
the histiocytic disorders and participate as a hiker, a
virtual hiker, a volunteer, or a sponsor,” said Downie.
“Every dollar you help raise or donate represents sup-
port, hope, and a step closer to a cure for those af-
flicted with histiocytosis.

“You can come for the day and hike or make a fam-
ily weekend out of it and stay in the cabins. It’s a
great time for all. Or if you’d prefer, you can sign up
as a virtual hiker and be there in spirit.”

For more information visit
HikeForaCure.kintera.org/shenandoah2011/
teambrian.
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♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $405,000
FOUR LEVELS OF SPACE

Move in and spread out through this nicely maintained & immaculate 4-level split conven-
iently located close to Ft Belvoir with easy commute to everything. Hardwood floors, eat-
in kitchen, 2 family rooms, 2 fireplaces, very attractive rear porch overlooking
fenced rear lawn.  4 Bedrooms / 3 Baths /1-car garage Directions:  Rt 1
South to Right on Frye Road, Left Pole, Right Orville to 8215

CALL MARTI COX 703-906-1325

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $649,000
BEAUTIFUL RIVERSIDE GARDENS

4 BR, 2.5 BA, Large eat-in Kitchen Split with crown molding & wainscoting, HDWD
floors & yard to die for!  Walk to Stratford Landing Elem & Sandburg Interm, pool &
tennis. Easy commute to D.C. (Express Bus) Pentagon, Ft. Belvoir &
Hoffman Bldg. Lots of Extras! Directions: From Alex, South on G.W.
Pkwy., R Waynewood Blvd, L Ft Hunt, R Old Stage to 1610 on right.

CALL GEORGE CANDELORI 703-780-0547
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CALL GEORGE CANDELORI 703-780-0547

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH  $574,000
COLLINGWOOD’S BEST

3/4 BR, 3BA Beautiful Split just off GW Parkway. Waynewood School.  Remodeled
kitchen w/stainless steel appliances. Hardwood floors, gas fireplace.  Steps to bike
path, river & eagle’s nest, Easy commute - Express Bus to D.C.
Directions: So. GW Pkwy., Rt Collingwood, immediate Lt on
Ashwood, immediate Lt West Boulevard, 1st Rt on Felton!
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CALL DAVID WILLIAMS  703-937-7547

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $565,900
INVITING STRATFORD LANDING HOME

4 Bedroom 3 Bath Split Foyer on oversized lot.  Featuring attactive kitchen with granite countertops, updated
cabinets, new ceramic flooring, & more. Large master bedroom w/ wood flooring, walk-in closet, 2nd closet &
private bath. French doors open to maintenance-free deck at main level. Fully finished lower level opens to
screened porch .  Hot tub & above-ground pool are ready for your summer fun.
Directions: From Alexandria, South on GW PKY 4 mi. Right on Collingwood Rd. Cross  Ft
Hunt Rd to stop sign. Left on Riverside Rd past SL Elementary School to 8532 on right.
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CALL SEAFUS CRAFT 202-679-0862

ALEXANDRIA $550,000
 PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED INTERIOR

Understated elegance combines with creative use of light, mirrors & mold-
ing to make this 2 bedroom condo a must see. Enjoy countless condo
amenities & luxury living at Porto Vecchio named for Old Town’s
historic port, within an easy walk.
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CALL MIKE DOWNIE  703-360-7400 or 703-360-3189

ALEXANDRIA SOUTH $435,000
PRISTINE CAPE

Beautifully updated cape cod on premium 1/3 acre lot close to every-
thing. Mid-light toned hardwoods. Ceramic flooring in kitchen, granite
countertops. Master bedroom with skylights. Updated bath with
jetted tub. 3 Bedrooms / 2 Baths. Directions:  From Alex, south
Rt 1.  Left Beacon Hill, Right Quander, Right Duke to 6801.
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CALL MARIA GONZALEZ -571-217-6209

SPRINGFIELD  $418,000
UPGRADES THROUGHOUT

Quality upgrades include lovely hardwood floors, updated ceramic baths & top-of-the line kitchen
renovations with silestone counters, stainless steel  appliances and cabinets with pull-out draw-
ers.  Finished lower level with full bath & fireplace. Choice lot, newly fenced & backs
to trees.  3 Bedrooms / 3 Baths / 2-car garage. Directions:  FFX County Pkwy to Hooes
Rd South, Left Newington Forest, Right Summer Breeze, Left Misty Blue to 8479.
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